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On 8 June 1952, the Political Department of the East China Military Ares held
& sonference at S hal on cultural and recrsation werk among army units.

SHU T'ung (5289/0681), chief of the Political Department, presided over the
conference, which was attended by €0 responsible sadre members from the polit-
cal, cultural, and propagarde departments of the provineial militery distriets 5
the army groups and the armies in the East Chine Ares,

CHIANG Len (3068/1526), chief of the Cultural Department of the Politieal Depart-
ment, East China Military Area, made a general report on cultwral and recreation
work in troop units during the past year. He noted that this work failed teo
13ach company-level units; anfl presented the follewing problems for cemsideration
by the confersnces » . ‘

a, Newspapers and books are searce in cempany-level umits and below, The
eolored pistorials issued by higher erganizations fail to reach company-
level units because copies are retained by each level through whieh they
pass. e

b, . The cultural and recreatien funds of each cempany-level unit are barely
suffieient to purchase some ehalk, which is used primarily in preparing
- "blackboard publiecations.” :

e, Over 30% of troops seattered in several locatiens on detached service have
never seen a movie or a play, ‘ '

d. Athletie equipment for ball games is purchased with money saved by the sol-

diers from their allowances for the purchase of feod, This means that they
suffer from malnutrition in erder to buy cultural and recreaticnal equipment.

@, Scldiers in company-level units are busily engaged in military training,
When their daily military training program has been completed, they are
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foreed to engage in learning er in preductien., Censequently, the time
scheduled for cultural and reereatien astivities has been entirely taken
away.

3., The cenferees desided to meet the above preblems by immediately impreving and
strengthening cultural and resreation werk in sempany-level units in accordance
with the spirit of the "Cultural and Recreation Aetivities fer Treops" preseribed
by the Central Politieal Department of the Peeple's Revelutionary Military
Couneil, The conferenece adepted the measurss summarized belows

a. Begimning in July 1952, six-tenths of the eultural and recreatien alletments
of the provineial miljtary distriets’ pelitieal departments should be spent
directly on company-level units.

b. Cultural werkers and cultural activities serps of the proevincial military
distriets and of the army greups must earry their astivities dewn to the
company level throughout the area of their respensibility in order to meet
the company level needs for eultural and resreational activities,

¢, The pelitieal departments of the prewvincial military distriets should see .
that there are movie theaters in all principal cities which give free shaus
te seldiers. The travellimg movie projectiom groups of the majer mﬂim
regims should give shows in plaees where only small troep units are stationed.

d. The peliey formerly fellewed % eultural activities cerps of having "sur—
prise showings" (i.e., unschedtled with little or no previous notice) should
be changed to a poliey of ®scheduled shewings.®

e. The time scheduled fer the seldiers' cultural and recreationsl aectivities
should be strictly folleowed, without exceptien; no ether work shall be allewed
to encroach en this time,

£, A1l e‘nﬂ.twai and reereation equipment should be purchased by the pelitieal

departments of the previneial militery distriects, This equipment must be
evenly distributed, using the company as the unit fer distributien.
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